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OObjectives
1. Explain the purpose of glean programs.

2. Identify research needs regarding potential 
partnerships between gleaning programs and 
child nutrition programs. 

OOutline
1. Food Insecurity 
2. Food Waste
3. A Brief History of Child Nutrition Programs
4. Glean Programs
5. Potential Impacts and Applications
6. Steps Forward  

FFood Insecurity
According to the USDA (2020a) definition, food 
insecurity is the “household-level economic and 
social condition of limited or uncertain access to 
adequate food.” 
Ranges of food security/insecurity:

• Food security: 
• High food security
• Marginal food security

• Food insecurity: 
• Low food security 

• Reduced quality, variety, or 
desirability of diet. 

• Little to no change in overall food intake. 
• Very low food security

• Disrupted eating patterns. 
• Reduced food intakes. (USDA, 2020a)



(USDA, 2020b)

FFood Insecurity

(Buzby et al., 2014)

In 2010, an estimated 
31% (133 billion 
pounds) of edible and 
available food went 
uneaten.

FFood Waste in the United States 

(USDA, 2020c)

FFood Waste AA Brief History of School Nutrition 
• Major Events:

• Great Depression (1929 – 1933)
• World War II (1939 – 1945)

• Many young people rejected from draft related to malnutrition. 
• Major Legislation:

• The National School Lunch Act of 1946
• Signed by President Harry Truman
• Established nutritional standards 
• Reimbursements for school meals

• Agricultural Act of 1954
• Introduction of the Special Milk Program 

• The Child Nutrition Act of 1966
• Signed by President Lyndon B. Johnson
• Initiated The School Breakfast Program
• Extended the Special Milk Program

(Martin & Oakley, 2008)



AA Brief History of School Nutrition
• Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010 

• Signed by President Barrack Obama 
• Major focus:

• Improve nutrition and focus on reducing childhood obesity
• Sets nutritional standards for all school foods.
• Authorized funding for federal school meals and child nutrition 

programs.
• Increasing access

• Expand eligibility requirements. 
• Increasing program monitoring and integrity

• Audits to ensure compliance with nutrition standards.
• Parents have free and open access to nutritional quality of school 

meals.
• Increased provisions to ensure the safety of school foods. 

(USDA, 2013)

GGleaning and Glean Programs
• Biblical

• Gleaning has been around for thousands 
of years with some of the earliest 
references to gleaning coming from the 
Bible, in the Books of Deuteronomy (King 
James Version, 2017, Deuteronomy 
24:19) and Leviticus (King James Version, 
2017, Leviticus 19:9-10). 

• USDA
• According to the United States 

Department of Agriculture (2010) 
definition, “gleaning is the act of 
collecting excess fresh foods from farms, 
gardens, farmers markets, or any other 
source in order to provide it to those in 
need”. 

GGleaning and Glean Programs
• Potential motivations for 

participation:
• Reducing food waste. 
• Increase access of food to 

those in need.
• Support community 

partnerships.
• Supplement child nutrition 

programs.
by decreasing food costs.

• Possible tax deductions for 
farmers.  

(EPA, n.d.)

GGleaning Legislation: Donations  
Helpful resource for both 
donors and recipients: 
• Center for Agriculture & Food 

Systems: National Gleaning 
Project 

• Partnership between USDA and 
Vermont Law School. 

• Database of gleaning related 
laws and policies on a national, 
regional, or state level.

• Continuously updated with new 
or changed laws and policies. 

(Center for Agriculture & Food Systems, 2020b)



GGleaning Legislation: Donations  
There are many national and state specific laws 
related to gleaning, some examples include: 

• Bill Emerson Good Samaritan Act (1996) (National)
• Signed by President Clinton in 1996
• Offers protection (removes liability) for food donors 

if they take necessary steps to ensure food safety of 
donated foods.  

• Iowa Code § 190B (2013) (State)
• Farm to food donation tax credit.

(USDA, 2010)

(Center for Agriculture & Food Systems, 2020c)

GGlean Programs: Supply & Demand
• Possible supply and demand 

barriers 
• Limited awareness of 

programs from both donors 
and recipients. 

• Difficulty in locating and/or 
contacting donors.

• Location and size of 
operation. 

(Center for Agriculture & Food Systems, 2020a)

Center for Agriculture & 
Food Systems: National 
Gleaning Project 
• Nationwide Map of 

Gleaning & Food Recovery 
Organizations.

• Specific glean & school 
nutrition program 
partnerships have already 
been identified by using 
this resource. 

GGlean Programs: Building Connections Example 
• AG Against Hunger

• Non-profit organization based in Salinas, California.
• Funded through grants and community donations.
• Has operated for 25 years.
• Works with 57 partners.
• Captures surplus produce and delivers to food banks and 

schools across a six-state network. 
• Approx. 12.7 million pounds of food each year. 
• Schools do not pay for produce but may need to pay a 

transport fee (if unable to be picked up).  
• Assists schools with purchase of small-scale salad bars.
• Develops nutrition focused education materials for children. 

(Center for Agriculture & Food Systems, 2017)

(Ag Against Hunger, 2021)



Potential Impacts & Applications to 
School Nutrition Programs
• Decreasing food costs by supplementing with 

gleaned food.
• Building community partnerships.
• Reducing food waste in the community.
• Educational opportunities for students. 

SSteps Forward: Potential Future Research

• Limited research in the area of gleaning. Most 
available data comes from government sources. 

• Identify barriers and challenges in using glean 
programs in school nutrition programs. 

• Identify and build partnerships between school 
nutrition and glean programs. 
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